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Presence in the Community
One thing that is clear in American law enforcement is that change is common, and the change affects not only police agencies but also the communities they serve. As a member of my community, I agree that with the importance of encouraging collaboration between the community and law enforcement. The aim here is always to make the bond between the community and the law enforcement stronger. However, several incidences in the past few years have made the ability of community members to trust law enforcement officers close to impossible. Issues of racial profiling persists in the community in spite of the guarantee of equality under the law. 
Similarly, the unnecessary use of force is an issue that is also persistent despite the prohibitions by the constitution on searches and seizures that are rendered unreasonable. In investigations and lawsuits, there have been several reports about police engagement with excess use of force. Profiling tends to undermine the safety of the people and limits the trust between the community and law enforcement officers. Whenever police officers target community members according to their race, religion, or national origin, the techniques they use to fight crime becomes less effective, and the community members increasingly develop less trust for them. Excess use of force and profiling are some of the most important issues that undermine any relationship that the community could have with the police.          
I believe that a strong bond between police officers and the community they are serving is the most important part of their job as police officers. It should be the case that law enforcement officers should depend on the cooperation of community members to reduce crime. In fact, her article, NANDI (2018), argues that the willingness of community members to put their trust in law enforcement officers usually depends on whether the actions that law enforcement officers take reflect the values of the community and justice principles. Therefore, it goes without saying that law enforcement officers have the responsibility of creating an environment that serves the community and also considers ways of balancing the interests of the people they serve. 
Community relations efforts by law enforcement, therefore, are vague to the extent that it seems challenging to implement. Community policing should be about establishing trust between the people and law enforcement officers and other governing bodies. Different methods have been implemented, which include putting additional police officers on the streets. However, in communities such as mine, including additional law enforcement officers on patrol does simply increases the chance of brutality from law enforcement officers—it makes things worse. Provided that police officers are aware of the powers they get from their badges, there should be less encounter between them and the community members and not more. 
Several personal factors influence my stand against the efforts that law enforcement makes towards establishing relations with the community. For instance, there is no assurance in the fact that a cop will receive justice for choking my neighbor on the street while making an arrest. In the 'I can't breathe': NYPD fires officer who put Eric Garner in a chokehold, Oliver Laughland (2019) gives the account of Daniel Pantaleo, whose grip became a chokehold of Eric Garner until he died in the process of arresting him for claims of having sold cigarettes. It does not give me any kind of peace to see a cop within my community with a badge and a gun and the full power of controlling everything happening around. 
As honest as community policing might appear, it is not an ideal solution to any form of excessive use of force, racial profiling, and it does not put to a stop police brutality. The terrible relation between the community and law enforcement does not lead to brutality and excessive use of force; instead, it is the outcome (Stoughton, 2016). What mainly causes the bad relationship between law enforcement and the community is the fact that police officers are hardly ever held accountable for their actions even when someone dies. Community relations efforts by law enforcement promote brutality and do not restore safety or peace. It is my belief that law enforcement officers have a duty to protect me, but this is hardly ever the case; in fact, the opposite is true.
While community police officers often willingly relate to community members, they are constrained by the rules from their superiors that require them to use aggressive techniques when dealing with the community. It is devastating to see the sadness that families undergo because of loses and injuries that result from the reckless engagement of law enforcement and the community members they sworn to protect. Even more profound are my concerns towards racial profiling, the safety of my community, and the role that community policing does in enforcing brutality. As a concept, a strong relationship between law enforcement officers and the community members would encourage the safety of the members of a community, but in reality, community relations efforts by law enforcement would encourage brutality, excessive use of force, and racial profiling.  
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